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@ Roma dineminde @ Fleeing persecution by the
Hristiyanligi kabul pagan Emperor Decius for having

ettikleri icin putperest

converted to Christianily during

Dakyanusun
zulmiinden kagan yedi

the Roman period, seven young
men - Yemliha, Mislina,

geng; Yemliha,
Mislina, Mekselina,

Mekselina, Merns, Tebernis.
Sazends and Kafestaty(s - take

Merniis, Teberniis,

refuge in a cafe with their dog

Sazenls ve

Kafestatyts, kopeklert

Kiimir ile birlikte bir
madaraya sigmrlar...

01_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Ribati ve
Medresesi

02_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Kiilliyesi

83_Afsin Eshab-i Kehf Kadinlar
Mescidi'nin merdiveni

8_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Camii

81_Afsin Seven Sleepers Hospice
and Madrasa

32_Afsin Seven Sleepers Mosque
Complex

2 _The siaircase of /
Sieepers Womer osque

8_Afsin Seven Sleepers Mosque

@ Fakat askerler, digar1 cikamasinlar -
diye magaranin agzini bir duvar érerek
kapatirlar... Yedi geng burada ytizyillar-
cauykudakaliramauyandiklarinda
sadece bir gece uyuduklarini diisiiniir-
ler; aradan hayli uzun zaman gectiginin
farkinda degillerdir. iclerinden biri
yiyecek almak i¢in digar1 ¢ikinca her
seyin degistigini gortir...

Hem Hristiyan hem de fslam inancinda
ortak payda olan yedi arkadasim kaldig1
magaranin nerede oldugunakonusunda
farkli rivayetler var. Asya, Avrupa ve Af-
rika kitalarinda onlarca magara Eshab-1
Kehfadiyla anilir. Tiirkiye’de ise Selcuk,
Tarsus ve Afsin ilceleri; Eshab-1Kehf’i
agirlayan magaranin kendi bolgesinde
bulundugunu sdyler fakat bulgular bize
Afsin’iisaret ediyor.
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@ But soldiers erectawall at the
mouth of the cave to trap them inside,
and the seven youths end up sleeping
here for centuries. Thinking they have
slept just one night, they are unaware
when they wake up that avery long
time has passed. Only when one of the
youths leaves the cave to goin search of
food, does he realize that everything
has changed.

Legends are rife regarding the location
of the cave of the seven sleepers, a story
common to both Christian and Islamic
belief. Scores of caves in Europe, Asia
and Africa are known as Ashab al-Kaht
(Companions of the Cave), four of
themin Turkey in the towns of Sel¢uk,
Tarsus and Afgin. Although each one of
these towns claims the cave, the actual
finds point to Afgin, aka Efsus.

THE SEVEN SLEEPERS COMPLEX

The Afsin Seven Sleepers Complex

is located in the town of the same
name in Kahramanmarasg province.
This complex, dedicated to the seven
friends, was built near a cave on a rocky
outcrop known as Ashab al-Kahf,
which has been regarded as sacred
since antiquity. As the Quran tells us,
not long after their reawakening the
friends who had slept for years in the
cave died and amosque (church) was
built next to the cave mouth by those
who had witnessed the incident.
According to the sources, the building




AFSIN ESHAB:-| KEHF KULLIYESI

Kahramanmarag'in Afsin ilcesinde yer
alir. Burada yedi arkadasaithaf olarak
inga edilen kiilliye, Antik Cag’dan beri
kutsal sayilan ve Eshab-1 Kehfadiyla
taninan kayalik bir tepenin yamacinda-
kimagaranin ¢evresine kurulmustur.
Kur’an-1Kerim’de, magaradayillarca
uyuyan arkadaslarin uyandirildiktan
kisa bir siire sonra vefat ettigi ve bu
olayasahit olan insanlar tarafindan ma-
garanin yanina mescit (kilise) yapildigi
ifade edilir. Kiilliyenin 6ykiisii kisaca
sOyledir;

Kaynaklardan anlagildiina gére bu
kiliseyi Bizans imparatoru IT. Theodoi-
us (408-450) yaptirmis. Daha sonralar:
“sa Mescidi” ismiyle bilinen ve zaman-
laharabeye dénen bukilisenin {izerine
Anadolu Selcuklularimin Marag Emiri
olan Nusretiiddin Hasan Bey, 1215 -
1234 y1llar1 arasinda, icinde bugiinkii
caminin de bulundugu bir dizi ingaata

of the church was commissioned by
the Byzantine Emperor Theodosius IT
(408-450). Also known as the “Mosque
of Jesus”, in time it fell info ruin.
Eventually, the Anatolian Seljuk Emir
of Marag, Nusretiiddin Hasan Bey, un-
dertook construction over its ruins of
aseries of buildings, including today’s
mosque, between 1215 and 1234, This
mosque, in whose construction materi-
als from the church were also used,
appears harmoniously integrated with
the cave. The other buildings in the
complex commissioned by Nusretiid-
din Hasan Bey include a hospice (1215),
and aninn (1233). The complex was
subsequently expanded by a madrasa
built in the period of the Dulkadir Prin-
cipality (1480-92), a women’s mosque
(1500) and a mausoleum. An imperial
pavilion was also added in the Ottoman
period.

The existence of the Afsin Seven

““Sleepers Complex is evidence that the

Anatolian Seljuks, the Dulkadir Prin-
cipality and the Ottoman Empire all
took responsibility for the site, which is
sacred to both Christians and Muslims
and had been a place of pilgrimage
since Byzantine times. At the same
time, it constitutes tacit acknowledge-
ment that they believed the site to be
that of the cave associated with the
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01_Afsin Eshab-i Kehf Camii, ic mekéan

02_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Hani

03_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Camii'ndeki kutsal magara
04_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Camii ve Paga Cardag

01_Interior of Afsin Seven Sleepers Mosque

02_ Afsin Seven Sleepers Inn

13_The sacred cave at Afsin Seven Sleepers Mosque
04_ Afsin Seven Sleepers Mosque and Imperial Pavilion
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girismis. Kilisenin bazi malzemelerinin

~debu caminin ingaatinda kullanildigy,

kutsal magaraile caminin uyumlu

bir sekilde kaynastirildigi goriiliir.
Nusretiiddin Hasan Bey’in inga ettirdigi
bukiilliyenin diger yapilary; ziyaret-
cilerin ihtiyaclarinin karsilanmasi ve
konaklamalarinin saglayan ribat (1215)
ve handir (1233). Daha sonra, Dulkadir
Beyligi doneminde yapilan medrese
(1480-1492), kadinlar mescidi (1500) ve
buk’ailavesiyle kiilliye biiyfitiiliir. Paga
Cardaglise, Osmanlilar dsSneminde 1531
yilindainga edilir.

Bu 6ykiisiiyle Afsin Eshab-1KehfKiil-
liyesi; Hristiyan ve Isldm diinyasinda
kutsal bir mekan kabul edilen ve Bizans
devrinden beri 6nemli bir ziyaret yeri
olanbolgeye Anadolu Selcuklu, Dulka-
dir Beyligi ve Osmanli Devleti'nin sahip
ciktiklarim gosterdigi kadar, bu olayin
Afsin’deki (Efsus) magarada yagandigi-
n1kabul ettiklerini de ortayakoyar.
Mevcut belgelerisigindabizler, “Eshab-1
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story of Seven Sleepers.

In the light of the extant documents,
we, too, believe the story of the Seven
Sleepers took place in the cave at Afsin.
Many Muslim scholars share this view,
and scientists who have conducted
investigations at the complex today say
they are of the same opinion.

Asfar as we have been able to deter-
mine, no such magnificent complex like
the one at Afgin isto be found at any

of the other proposed locations. Just

as Afgin remains as the sole candi-
date for the location of the cave, so do
the people of Kahramanmaras give
their children names like those of the
Seven Sleepers, a further indication

of how the locals have made the story
their own and kept it alive down the
centuries.

. The story of the seven sleepers has

preserved its vibrancy in Christianity
and Islam throughout history. Because
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Kehfolayinim Afsin'deki magarada
gerceklestigini diistinmekteyiz. Bircok
Miisliitman 4lim, Eshab-1 Kehf olayinin
Afsindeki (Efsus) magarada gergekleg-
tigi gorigiinde oldugu gibi glintimiizde
Eshab-1KehfKiilliyesi'nde incelemeler
yapan bilim adamlari da ayn1 diigiince-
ye sahip olduklarim belirtiyorlar.
Tespit edebildigimiz kadariyla,
diinyanin muhtelif yerlerindeki diger
Eshab-1Kehf’lerde boyle muhtesem
bir kiilliye bulunmuyor. Afsin, bu
anlamda tek 6rnek olarak kaldig1 gibi
Kahramanmaragllar, cocuklarina-yedi
arkadagin adlari olan- Yemliha, Mislina,
Mekselina, Merntis, Teberntis, Sazen,
Eshabil gibi isimler koyarlar. Bu durum,
Kahramanmaraglilarin Eshab-1Kehf
olayini tarih boyunca benimsedigini ve
canli tuttuklarini gosterir.
Eshab-1Kehf olay1 Hristiyan ve

Islam diinyasinda canliligini tarih
boyunca korumus bir olgudur. Olayin
6neminden dolay1 Kur’an-1 Kerim’in
18. suresi “Kehf” adini tagir ve orada
neler yagandig1 anlatilir. Hristiyan-
lar ise “Yedi Uyurlar” aziz olarak
kabul ederler. Eshab-1Kehf olayina
Musevi ve Hint kutsal kitaplarinda da
rastlayabilirsiniz. Eshab-1 Kehf olay1
ve ziyaretgahlari, farkli toplum ve
inanclar arasinda toplumsal barig1 ve
hoggoriiyii tesis eden 6nemli kiiltiir
miraslari oldugu gibi dinler arasi ileti-
simin de odak noktasidir.

Diinyada bir 6rnegi daha olmayan
Afsin Eshab-1KehfKiilliyesi, “Inang
Turizmi” acisindan oldukc¢a 6nem
tagiyor. Herkesi burayi ziyaret etmeye
davet ediyoruz.®

KAHRAMANMARAS

of its importance, Sura 18 of the Holy
Quran, which tells the story of what
happened there, is called Al-Kahf

(The Cave). Christians for their part
consider the Seven Sleepers saints. We
also encounter the story of the seven
sleepersin the Jewish and Hindu holy
books. The story and its shrines are im-
portant cultural legacies symbolizing
social tranquility and tolerance among
different communities and faiths as
well as being a nexus of communica-
tions between religions.

Aunique complex without a coun-

_ terpartin the world, the Afsin Seven

Sleepers Complex is important for
“Faith Tourism”, We invite all people to
come and visitit. ©
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01_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Hani ve Ribati.
02_Afsin Eshab-1 Kehf Ribati, i¢ mekan.
03_Afgin Eshab-1 Kehf Ribati, tagkap.

01_ Afsin Seven Sleepers Inn and Hospice
0Z_ Interior of Afgin Seven Sleepers Hospice
013_ Stone portal of Afsin Seven Sleepers Hospice
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